
RS232 port – Prosilica’s GE and GC series cameras 
 
Prosilica’s GC and GE cameras can output and receive serial commands using an 
onboard RS232 port.  Tx and Rx data lines are available via the hirose connection on the 
back of the cameras.  Enabling and controlling serial communication is performed by 
writing to serial IO registers on the camera through the Prosilica GigE SDK. See the 
GigESDK/examples/siotest source code for detailed information on controlling the 
RS232 port. 
 
 
Testing the RS232 port 
 
The siotest example code is a useful tool for testing your camera’s RS232 port. 
 
Requirements: 
 
- A computer with a working serial port. 
- A C++ compiler to compile the siotest sample code. 
- A terminal application which allows serial communication. 
- Connect your Prosilica camera to the computer serial port according to the following 
diagram: 
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Testing: 
 
Plug in your Prosilica camera, ensure it is recognized by your GigE network and that the 
RS232 lines are connected to your computer serial port.  
 
Open your terminal application, with baud rate 9600, and whatever COM your 
computer’s serial port is on (typically COM1). 
 
Compile the siotest example code, and run the resulting exe in a windows command 
prompt. 
 
You should see a test pattern of integers appear in the terminal window. This verifies that 
the camera’s RS232 Tx is working.  
 
Type in the terminal window, you should see your typed input appear in the windows 
command prompt. This verifies that the camera’s RS232 Rx is working. 
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